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virtue men should have the privilege of going to him, than that
he should come to them.

If then we have made good our contention that in the mind
of Jesus the Kingdom of God was meant to be an earthly and
not a heavenly kingdom, we may now pass on to consider the.
arguments of those who hold that by it was meant neither an
earthly nor a  heavenly kingdom,   nor  indeed   any   outward
visible kingdom at all, but only a state of  the  soul, an inner
condition of the mind and heart.    This view, it may be said in
passing,  is  one  that  is  held largely by that great body of
rationalistic thinkers of the present day, who, otherwise sound
in the faith, feel that neither a Heaven nor a Hell in the old
materialistic sense in which our forefathers believed in them,
is any longer  tenable.    But just  as  we have maintained in
opposition to the orthodox view, that the Kingdom of God was
to be an earthly and not a heavenly kingdom, so in opposition to
the above-mentioned thinkers we shall have to maintain that it
was an outward, visible kingdom; and that the condition of the
soul referred to, and on which so much stress has been laid, was
not the   kingdom   itself,   but the means,  the   indispensable
condition, of entrance into it.    It may perhaps serve to make
our demonstration more conclusive, if we first clear the way by
asking on what authority these thinkers rely, in their assertion
that by the kingdom of God, Jesus meant, not an outward,
visible kingdom, but an inner condition of the mind and heart.
The main authority, I believe, is to be found in that passage in
Luke (xvii. 21), where Jesus on being asked by the Pharisees
when the kingdom of God was expected to appear, replied that
it would not come with observation, that is to say with outward
show or demonstration; that they were not to look here or there
for it, because it was within them or in the midst of them.   And
as corroboration and support of this view, the appeal is made
to  the authority   of  St.  Paul,  who   when  rebuking   those
of the Judaizing party of the Church who laid so much stress
on whether what they ate was ceremonially clean or no, said